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Jesus am
azes the people w

ith his “authority.” H
is m

essage differs 
from

 that of the scribes because he not only backs it up w
ith signs 

(casting out dem
ons), but its truth penetrates and quickens people’s 

hearts. G
od had prom

ised M
oses to send a prophet and to “put m

y 
w

ords into his m
outh” (D

euteronom
y 18:18). Jesus is the ultim

ate 
fulfi

llm
ent of that prom

ise and the people sense it. T
his m

an can’t be 
ignored, they realize. B

ecause G
od’s prophet does his bidding and 

speaks his w
ord, G

od expects us to listen to him
. In fact, G

od w
arns, 

w
e’ll have to answ

er for ignoring any w
ords the prophet speaks in his 

nam
e (D

euteronom
y 18:19). M

oses rem
inds the people they w

anted 
an interm

ediary, som
eone less intim

idating than the aw
esom

e G
od 

w
ho spoke to them

 in fi
re and thunder at Sinai. T

he irony is that 
G

od’s ultim
ate interm

ediary is his ow
n divine Son. Today’s crow

d 
understands the need to listen to him

. A
nd Paul does, too —

 that’s 
w

hy he endorses an “undivided” life. Paul isn’t denigrating m
arriage, 

but em
phasizing the need to be attentive to G

od’s W
ord as spoken  

in Jesus. A
nything that distracts us from

 that should be elim
inated. 

Single people know
 it’s no easier for them

 to hear 
and obey the L

ord than m
arried people. T

hey,  
too, m

ust elim
inate distractions from

 their lives.  
It takes an open heart to recognize “a new

 
teaching w

ith authority” (M
ark 1:27), and  

a generous heart to m
ake room

 for it.

“W
hat is this? A

 new
 teaching w

ith 
authority” (M

ark 1:27).
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✦
✦

D
o you know

 anyone w
ho “speaks w

ith authority”? W
hat 

characterizes som
eone w

ho possesses such authority?
✦

✦
W

hat do you know
 about the role of prophets in Israel? D

o you 
think w

e have prophets today w
ho are sent to speak G

od’s w
ord?

✦
✦

H
ave you becom

e com
placent about or hardened your hearts  

to som
e person or situation in your fam

ily, com
m

unity, school,  
or w

orkplace? If so, w
hat can you do that you aren’t doing?
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✦

✦
M

ake a listing of all of Israel’s prophets (it w
ill be shorter than 

you think). W
hich prophet do you know

 best? W
hy do you  

think prophets w
ere often m

istreated and seldom
 heeded in  

Israel’s history?
✦

✦
W

hat do you think it m
eans to be “anxious about the things of the 

L
ord” (1 C

orinthians 7:32)? A
re you anxious about those things in 

your life? A
re m

any of the people you know
?

✦
✦

B
aking cookies is a great accom

panim
ent to discussion of 

softening hearts through love, caring, and sharing. If you don’t 
have heart-shaped cookie cutters or a desire to bake from

 scratch, 
purchase refrigerator dough, and m

old hearts by hand. A
s an 

alternative, spread the dough in a pizza pan, bake for about as long 
as a sheet full of cookies, let cool slightly, fl

ip the giant cookie 
onto a cake plate, and draw

 hearts on it w
ith icing w

hen it has 
com

pletely cooled. T
he fi

nal appearance isn’t im
portant as long  

as there’s lots of love rolled in!


