ST PETER PASTORAL COUNCIL





Minutes from December 1, 2011
The meeting began at 5:00 pm with a prayer by Fr. Don.
MEMBERS PRESENT: Fr. Don Gutmann, Deacon Larry Walker, Shelly Didway, Denise Bernt, Jose Montoya, 

George Edmondson, Fran Vanderzanden, Charlie Kamilos and Diane Nave
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Laurie Krehbiel, Antonio Elias, Liz Mingay
GUESTS: Ken Dana

I. OPEN FORUM:

 Father welcomed Deacon Larry Walker as part of our Parish Council

Ken Dana asked if there were any families at St Peters that needed sponsorship for Christmas baskets/toys etc.  Council discussed the Love Inc and the Fire Dept Christmas programs.  Father said he would ask Belinda and Maryann to see if they were aware of anyone specific who could use some help.

II.
RECOMMENDED ACTIONS
a. MINUTES of November’s meeting were approved as written. 

b.   MINISTRY REPORTS:

  Council members reviewed submitted ministry reports in detail prior to this meeting. Reports were accepted 

   as written with the following additional comments
Catholic Daughters ; Hispanic Coordinator; Knights of Columbus: George is sitting in for Ted who had a recent fall; Pastoral Associate Report; Religious Ed & Youth Ministry: Laurie was excused as she is away visiting family.
c. PASTOR REPORT: Nothing specifically new to report.  See his report under old business.
III.          OLD BUSINESS
  a.   PROGRESS CHECK(S)

i. Beautification of church: Denise reported the beautification committee had not been able to meet yet.  She reported there is and idea to build shadow boxes around the Stations of the Cross in the church.  The volunteer who offered to paint the flat walls in the church cannot get to it, so Javier De La O will proceed with the work.
ii. Welcoming Committee: Jose asked Diane to correct her report because his wife Olivia knew nothing about being a photographer for the welcoming committee. ( Diane clarified that his daughter Jessica had agreed to do so. Diane asked Father Don to consider scheduling a few minutes after each mass making “acknowledgement” type announcements such as “Are there any new members or visitors? Anyone with a birthday/anniversary/new baby? She asked him to think about if he would like to do it, how often he might do it, or if he’d rather have someone else do it.  She thought it would really help as an icebreaker and start parishioners talking and reaching out to each other.   Denise suggested doing this 1x/monthly.   Shelly suggested having greeters at the front of the church for each Christmas Mass as there would be a lot of new/returning faces coming.  She offered that her family could be greeters at one of the masses.  Diane said it was a great idea and that she would make sure someone was there at each mass.  
iii. Mass Wording Changes: Father reported even the Archbishop was messing up the new language at the Cathedral, so everyone is adjusting.  The new pew card is good and being used.  He asked if anyone had any other suggestions on ways to make the transition easier.  Shelly said to keep announcing it and continue to use humor.  There was discussion about ordering more laminated cards to sell.  There was also discussion about talking to the altar servers about using their cards and reminding them to say the prayers and sing along at mass.  
iv. Deacon Walker: Deacon reported that he was working with 3 couples in marriage counseling (reparation?).  He preached at Thursdays mass, and expects to do the homily on the 3rd weekend of each month.  He has been busy and enjoys work at the hospital ministry and with the recent advent retreat.    Ken Dana asked if Deacon would be helping with baptism preparations.  Father said no, that Teresa Raudsepp was doing a good job with that.

IV.          NEW BUSINESS:
a. Calendar of Upcoming Events
i. Our Lady of Guadalupe: Jose spoke a little about the upcoming Guadalupe celebration and passed out a schedule of events.  Diane asked for clarification on what to expect for the students in regular faith formation classes.  Diane said she would remind Laurie to notify students/parents that they should plan on attending the celebration as part of their faith formation.
ii. Christmas: Father said that after the Christmas Mass last year the council agreed that everything went well so they will continue with the same Mass schedule/plans.  The big TV screen in the hall will be very helpful this year.  George said that extra chairs and extra ushers will be required and the Knights are making plans for that.   Father also said that at the Newberg Ministry meeting he was surprised to hear that there are not very many churches having a Christmas service.  Shelly asked if St Peters was publishing our Xmas mass schedule and Father affirmed it was.   Father said a parish reconciliation service was planned for Tuesday Dec 13th.  George asked if he was needed to be Santa and hoped that even though some of the children might recognize him/his voice, there would still be some “Magic” in his appearance.  
iii. Ministry Fair Promotion:  Denise is looking at Jan/February to ramp up this event.
iv. New families dinner-meet/greet date: This concept is still evolving as part of the Welcoming Committee and hopefully will take shape with help from the Ministry Faire.
B. Parish Needs

i. Identify the gaps-
ii.
Cry room sound system check- There was a report that there is no sound in the crying room.  Father will have this checked out and report back.  
V.           FUTURE BUSINESS/EVENTS:
               a.        Next Meeting Thursday, January 5 at 5pm
   Meeting adjourned at 6:00 pm
Respectfully submitted

Diane Nave, Secretary
