St. Peter Catholic Church

Pastoral Council 

~Minutes~
February 2, 2012

Meeting time 5:00pm

Call to Order/Shelly Didway

Prayer/Fr. Don Gutmann

The meeting began at 5:00 pm with a prayer by Fr. Don
MEMBERS PRESENT: Fr. Don Gutmann, Deacon Larry Walker, Shelly Didway, Denise Bernt, Jose Montoya, George Edmonston, Fran Vanderzanden, Charlie Kamilos Laurie Krehbiel, Javier De La O, Antonio Elias and Diane Nave
GUESTS: Ken Dana, Beatrice De La O, Jerry Scott

I. Open Forum


Jerry Scott asked about the possibility of a parish sponsored homeless shelter in Newberg for men.  He met a man at our Friday Night Community Dinner who could use a local shelter, as Steve Manners made the man feel very welcome and assisted him with getting to McMinnville to the men’s shelter there. Denise suggested if a group formed, that was passionate about this idea, they could explore the options, and perhaps gain the support of more parishioners.  Ken wondered about the risks associated with this idea.  Charlie commented that this could be a huge undertaking given property, maintenance, insurance, and social work issues. Deacon Larry concurred.  Father said he would encourage a group to do so, but under the support of Love INC, who is already established and knows how to do it.  He would veto a plan of doing it on our own (St Peter Parish).  


Jose:  Brings up a concern that he feels the main hall bulletin board is not accessible when tables are blocking.  Need access for parishioners to be able to stand in front of the bulletin board to sign up for events read posts etc.

II. Recommended Actions

a. Approval of January minutes 
Diane corrected the date from Jan 3rd to the 5th. Fran clarified that with regards to the quilt raffle only 100 will be sold.
b. Discussion of submitted Ministry Reports 

Council members reviewed submitted ministry reports in detail prior to this meeting. Reports were accepted as written with the following
additional comments:  


 Jose wonders why his ministry reports are bouncing back in emails. 

i. Catholic Daughters/Fran Vanderzanden 
ii. Hispanic Coordinator/Jose Montoya
Confirmed location with Denise where the ESL class will be held: they are planning for at least 24 and it was decided to meet in main hall.
iii. Knights of Columbus/Ted Riffel
Shelly asked how turnout was in basketball free throw shoot out.  George said the event went well and he was very pleased, used to do it.   He wondered about the history of this event, as it used to be held regularly years ago. There were 7 competitors age 10-14.  Players will advance to district in Feb- with an opportunity to advance to a national competition.
iv. Pastoral Associate Report/Denise Bernt 
v. Religious Education & Youth Ministry/Laurie Krehbiel
Shelly asked Laurie what the Rise Up Rally is.  Laurie explained it’s like a mini Steubenville conference, held in Portland in March.  It is highly recommended for students making Confirmation and the Catholic daughters are involved with making lunches for the students who are attending.

c. Pastor Report 
     Father reports he had a wonderful vacation.  He received many comments about the priest who covered for him, Fr Joseph. Parishioners reported him to be extremely enthusiastic and connected.  He and Denise are going to see if we can get him for the Lenten retreat.  We wish he could speak Spanish. Diane commented that it would be great to get him to talk to youth group. Father cautioned that there is a lot going on in the youth program and we need to limit activities so that the things we do, we do well.
     Catholic appeal is coming and the parish goal increased this year. We skipped this appeal last year due to the capital campaign.  This year’s new Catholic appeal goal is $24,000 which is based on our own offertory collections.  St Peter Parish met the last Catholic appeal goal of $15k. Ken Dana asked what happens if we don’t meet? Father replied nothing. The counsel enjoyed hearing that we are the #2 parish, coming in behind his Fr. Don’s brother’s parish, Holy Trinity.
III. Old Business

a. Progress Check(s)

i. Plans for beautification of Church entrance?

      Denise explained the current status of the church painting.  Previously there had been a volunteer willing to do it; that fell through so we put the work out for bid.  Antonio Elias bid on and received the work; then the volunteer approached and said he still wanted to do it.  George clarified that the Knights are involved with the volunteer and it appears that there are many Knights that would be willing to do the work at no charge.   There was great interest and enthusiasm by the K of C’s who decided to do it without knowing about the bid situation.  Father was asked to make a decision and he said the free/volunteer concept is his choice for obvious reasons and gave the K of C’s a formal invitation to proceed.   Denise asked to be contacted because the paint color has changed.  Jose asked if the painting could be completed in time for Easter.  George thinks they’ll get right on it.
      ii
 Station of Cross design ideas

      Denise met with Becky Carver before she left on an extended tip to do ministry in Vietnam. When she returns they will resume the project.  Becky indicated she likes the idea of the stone work behind each station.
b. Upcoming events:

i. Valentine Dinner/Dance

     Jose reported that Valentine/Dinner ticket sales were very slow from the Hispanic side, but said Steve Manners expects more sales at last minute.  Diane asked Jose, Javiar and Antonio why they thought the reason for the lack of interest was. Javiar thinks it may be because it’s not a cultural celebration, or perhaps because there is a cost involved.  They noted the Candalaria is free.  They don’t see it as a community event. Diane expressed she thought that was unfortunate as we are really trying to encourage community building between Anglo’s and Hispanics.  Jose thought that next year they could promote it better, show more enthusiasm to encourage community building.  Deacon Larry suggested a “celebrate marriage” party which crosses all cultural boundaries.

ii. Lent

     Begins with Ash Wed on Feb 22.  The plan is the same as last year, with 4 masses:  8:30am, noon, 6pm and Spanish @730 pm.
Stations of the Cross are held at 7pm on Friday nights. Friday Night Community Dinner continues, held prior to Stations.  Laurie reported she had received some comments that the Spanish translation of the Stations was not translated well.  Father said he wished there was a Spanish version of the Stations book “the Way of the Cross”, but there is not one available.  Council members discussed the pros and cons of having someone translate in Spanish, including leaving it up to Father based on the number of Spanish speaking families are present at the time.

    Javiar said that since we were talking about translations, he asked about the possibility of working with Fr. to translate the homily in Spanish.  Antonio and Jose also offered to translate Father’s homily.  Father said he would be willing to give it a try, leading with a few sentences and having them translated in Spanish, but cautioned that he does not often write out his homilies and there would be some preface of the homily subject needed.  This team will meet and decide who is speaking, how they will do it and scheduling issues.
iii. Bilingual classes
     ESL classes are starting up with Peggy Nava as the leader.  Thursday February 9th is the first class from 6:30-8 pm Javiar especially likes that they are learning both the Hail Mary and the Our Father in English.

iv. Ministry Fair:  promotion plans?
    Denise explained her idea on what the Ministry Faire would look like.  Unfortunately, one of the main people who volunteered to help will be gone that weekend, but they are not going to reschedule the date- it’s still March 3 and 4 after each mass.  Denise likes idea to preempt the event by speaking to parishioners at mass, perhaps even having one person from each ministry speak a brief sentence about the ministry.  This event also ties into Lent well with the “What can I give?” theme versus what one has to give up.   Still need to work out details about signing people using flyers, and the preferred method, at each table.  Having a flyer ready prior to the event will give people some time for due consideration.
IV. New Business

a. Parish Needs & Goals for New Year (continued from Jan mtg.)

    Diane gave members an update on the Welcoming Committee. A bulletin announcement will be posted this week introducing the new committee and asking for help. She reported that at the 10:30 mass alone she has met 8-9 new families and wonders how many she is missing at the 8 and 5:30 masses.  Jose gave Diane copies of new parishioner registration forms and it appears there are many new Hispanic families as well.  She solicited interest in this committee from the council members which was given.  She felt confident she was beginning to make progress.  

Denise suggested bringing back Name Tag Sunday- suggesting name tags of different colors could be used for new people.  We could do this 3 or 4 times a year in conjunction with pot-lucks and other fun events.
i. Anything NOT working?
    Denise showed everyone the new sign up sheet to for people who want to use the TV/Video.  Shelly wants to be better trained on how to use the equipment.  Diane saw a great video called “the Real Face of Jesus” and is buying it and donating it for use with the youth group after Father approves.  
ii. Outreach
      Business Cards- Belinda had some simple cards made – Eucharist Ministers have them ready to hand out during hospital visits for starters
V. Future Business/Events

a. Next meeting: March 1st at 5pm

b. March agenda – Requests?

VI. Adjournment
